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TAME GOLDfJNCiJ. 

iAs Louisa Majiners/v^r^r iit^iiff 
QQ9 fine aftftJUOQii at tkd parlour 
wiodpw^ the cry of ^ Bujt my ski^ 
, mg birds/' excited her attention^ 
and in a few momeiitp ^t pctc^W* 
ed a man carrying^a large cage^U 
^ lion^ loul canafy bird^ and 
hol^'Dg on one fingei^ a remark^ 
ably beautiful goldfinch, wiiicli 
was so perfectly t^me as to eat 
^m the hand, tnd drink frf^mtii§ 
lip of its master. 

Loui» gassed on the pretty 
A2 . . 
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4 THE TAME GOLDFIKCIf. 

songsters with a wishful eye» and 
when the bird-man asked her if 
she would purchase one» she could 
hardly refrain from drawing out 
her purse. , However^ she pru* 
dently considered that it would be 
extremely wrong to lay oiit her^ 
moxiey without the consent of her 
parentis and therefore ^e^^qii^t* 
ed the man to stop while ^ cm^ 
suited her papa* 

: She then ran to the Ubrary/and 
CXdaimed, '' O my dear papa, only 
cdme with me to the door I There 
is 4 man with a cage full of prettys 
birds^ and he has a goldfinch on 
bis fioger» whidb I .should be :er^ 
tremely happy to boy, if you wou)d 
give me«kav€/^ . • 
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Mi;. Maonen tqi4 hisdaughWi 
thatil she wf r« to purchase one of 
those bird^t it must h^ rf gularly 
fed, and as he knew her io be % 
v«ry giddy girl, hf was sadly afmid 
i^ would soon peri^ thf ough neg<* 
lect. ]Bat she aswwd hm that 
she woaW supply all H$ lUtk wantt 
with the almost c^re a^d attefttion,, 
and that she would nev^reathier 
own breakfast tiil her bird hadf 
been pri^erly M* 

for sonjQ tim^, her papa see»* 
ed unwilling to believe the^ fiwr 
promises^ but at length her eoai^ 
ing and entreaties had the desired 
effect, and Mr. Manners accom- 
panied her to the door, where he 
permitted her to purchase thfi tflwfi^ 
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tHE TAME GOLDFINCH. 

^Hch ; at the same time giving 
' some money to buy a handsome 
^e^ and a pair of glasses for seed 
i water. 

Louisa's heart mighty indeed^ 
said to have leaped for joy lyhen 
) beautiful bird was put into her 
ssession^ and she almost devour* 

her father's hand with kisses 
lile thanking him for his good- 
»• She then ran into the draw* 
\ room, to show her charming 
Idfinch' to her mamma and her 
:ers, and felt herself highly gratis 
i on hearing them all unite in 
miring her new favourite. In- 
5d they praised it with great 
tice, for the brilliant colours of 

pldmage, the sweetness of its 
tes^ and its peculiar t^en^S 



THE TAME GOLDFINCH. 7 

rendered it a. most interesting little 
creature; and every young lady and 
gentleman, that visited at thehouse, 
pronounced it a perfect beauty. 
• Louisa, for some time, adhered 
strictly to her promise of feeding 
the goldfinch before she took her 
own breakffist, md in addition to 
the seed with which one of his 
glasses was usually filled, she 
would give him ^me, chopped 
^gg> or loaf sugar, and enwreath 
his cage with groundsel, chick-, 
weed, &c. 

The pretty creature seemed 
grateful for these acts of kindness, 
as he always began to chirrup 
when hjs mistress entered the room^ 
and on her taking him from his 
page hip would bop «£o?^J^ef^ fin* 
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ger, her bosom, and her shoulderes 
without attempting to fly away,-—^ 
Mrs. Manners took great pain$t^ 
improve this dociHty, and her ex-^ 
crtions proved so succesful, that in 
a short time the little creature 
would, at the Word erf commafid» 
hop out of his cage upon the table, 
sham a fit of skepiness, and at 
length lie down on his back, pant^ 
ing, and occasionally closing- hi^ 
eyes, till bidden to get up * again^ 
He would then 8y tothe geraniums 
that stood in the parlour window, 
and after pi<:;klng for aome time 
among the earth,he would seat him* 
s^lf on one of the largest brancheg, 
and warble so melodiouslyi that 

* This is a %fc. 
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TKB TAMRGOtDFIMCH. 9. 

LbHi&a woul4 frequently^ drop her 
work^ in consequence of her fixed 
attention. Everyeveningahe mada 
it a rule to play a tune on her little 
bird organ> and the tame gol^mh 
listened so attentively, that he soon 
learnt many of the airs. 

After a few weeks had passed^ 
a young gentleman came on a vi-r 
$it to Mr. Manners, and he was so 
greatly delighted with Louisa's 
bird, that he begged permission to 
learn bim something which had 
been lately exl^ibited^to the pubUc. 
Louisa begged to know what it 
was, but be refused to tell, and ob* 
served that be«mu^ practise thje 
bird in private, but that when he 
bad completed his design, he was 
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sure it wpuid give gAiievai sat^ 
faction. Louisa aceordin^y iqqii^ 
cented^ a|id after aome time ^t 
yoting visitor dedaittd his feathen 
ed pupil rafficieiitlj cbver loafN* 
pear in public* Oac day, tiuEmr 
fore, when the doth ' was withr 
drawn, the young gentleman plac- 
ed a little stage on the tab)e» wttk 
a small brass cannon at one eaui^ 
and some little mati:Jies» and t 
lighted hunp at the olfhor. TlM 
tame goldfinch was then hronglit 
forward, and did pneciaely as h« 
was ordered, taking up one (^ the 
little matches in his h^l, lighting 
it at the lamp, and applying it to 
the l<wcl)-hole of the cannon, withr 
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ifot exhibitng the least sympt<Hia 
of ei»Tkk « ^ «ic|*»i«i*. 

T^whotecompMrftraJchBttn- 
ei ^Hh this capitiJ peffofMdfice^ 
MtA Loutea coulift hi^If credit 
ber owa eye*, as sb* tliougfet it 
utterly WtoposslMe Ihiit birds eould 
hb taught so «*kcei*fuJfy. Her 
papa, however, told het, that evttk 
gteeter feats than these htd ^c« 
Ijeen-perferaoedhya C^arjr bi#d 
in Germany.—*^ I» amest intfefesl- 
in^ book," 8wd he, •* ifrhith I hav« 
been reading this inomkig, thete is 
an account of a poor bit^-man wh# 
procured a tfbsfettf nc* by> Canary, 
^hlch would lie down, rise up, 

• TUt >M pcriSKSMd ly a gMfiacb, 
waie ycatt ago, ia IabhIoii., 

DililBMByGOOgle 



1 2 THE TAME GOLDPIKCH. 

sing» dance a.hornpipc> and bow 
to the .company in the mc^.^xprar 
ordinary manner j but .one; 4ay. af- 
ter it had gone through aU lt$ \\tt^ 
performance^, ;at a gent|?m3^'§ 
house, a large cat leaped. sad* 
dfenly upon the tajble^ and car- 
ried it off. Its body was rescued 
from the taloipiscf itanuirderer^and 
a liberal subscription w^xn^p, to 
tttone, in sonie measure, . for. the 
dreadful accid^njt s but th? poor 
bird-man was almost overwhdbned^ 
with sorro^ivj and ^lU the compan); 
were.affi^cted even tp teacs/* ^ . . 
'' O ! ,the nasty cat," exclaimed 
Jj3uisa, " did they not Viil hcr^ 

Papar 

' " No, my dear,** replied Mr. 

Manners, ** the gentleman of the 
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jtiouse obst-f ved, with great justice, 
that the cat ought not to be killed 
for an act which was natural to 
her; but his feelings were so deep- 
ly wounded by the fate of the poor 
bird, that he could not bear the 
sight of her, and therefore ordered 
her to be taken from his eistate." 

Louisa thanked her papa for 
this information, an^^d then turned 
her attention towards her own 
pretty bird, which had now hop- 
ped back into its cage.rShe cleaned 
out his glasses, gaVehim fresh food 
and water, fixed a lump of sugar 
between the wires, and then asked 
ber beloved parents if she had not 
kept her word,, by regularly at- 
tending on her favourite ? They 

B 
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14 THE TAME GCl/OTmor. 



told her thai her conduct had, hn 
th^rto, beeti coriimendable ;^ buf 
r^ndtfided her that it would be de« 
c^ssaty to pay the saime attentkm^ 
InJUturi. 

Fdir some time^ Louisa w^ per* 
fcetljr happy with her goldfittch, 
and t6ok evefy opportunity of 
amusing her young victors witb its 
pretty tri€ki J but as new object* 
presented themselves to her notice^ 
the bird Was gradually neglected5 
till at length sh6 contented herself 
with merely giving him food and 
water three or four times a week^ 
The innocent songster chirps srs^ 
liMal whenever he saw her, and 
repeated the most harmonious 
notes whicb he had Idarnt from^^ 
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the bird' organ ; but it was tiow 
veiy sddom that his mistress open** 
«d the door of his cage, or suffered 
him to hop on her ^hpulder$^ cat to 
sing among the fragrant gera# 
Biums. 

On Louisa's hlrthrdzy, several 
3^ung people were invited to her 
father^s house, and most of them 
were very anxious tQ se4 the su^r 
prising feats of the tame goldfinch i 
but Louisa's: attention was now 
chie£y engrossed by other matters, 
and die, consequently, took but 
little pleasure in the exhibition 
Which she had so often witnessed. 

After dinner, hqr uncle inform-r 
^ her that he had brought her a 
tlirtSi-day present ; and he accord-> 
b2 
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16 THE TAMB GOLDFINCH; 

ingly produced an elegant wax 
doll, which seemed to be asleep, 
but on his touching a secret 
springs it opened its fine blue 
eyes, to the astonishment of all 
the little spectators. The doU 
was, indeed, remarkably hand- 
some, and Louisa thought she 
had never possessed such a charm- 
ing play-thing before. Her whole 
attention wa^ devoted to dressing 
and undressing it ; and man/ 
hours were spent every day in re- 
moving it from the cradle to a bed, 
and from thence to the grandest 
room in the baby^house. In short. 
Miss Dolly was charming because 
she was 72^0;, and her mistress 
thought it impossible to take toa 
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TME TAME GOtDPINCH. 17 

much pains, or to spend too much 
%imc, in dressing her to the 
best advantage, or placing her in 
the most graceful position. 

It may be naturally supposed 
that the tame goldfinch found a for* 
midable rival in Louisa's doll> and 
this was^so much the case, that the 
poor bird frequently experienced 
the bitter pangs of hunger and 
thirst, while his giddy mistress was 
employed in nursing her new favou- 
rite- — One morning, however, Mr. 
fanners happened to take down 
the cag^, and found the goldfinch 
lying »pon its breast, and evident- 
ly panting for life.: Its feathers, 
also, appeared very rough, and it 
wfis totally unable to answer the 

^ B 3 Digitized by Google 



1 8 THE TAME GOLDFINCH, 

well known call. Louisa was 
now sent for« and questioned with 
respect to her bird. Her face was 
instantly covered with the blush of 
conscious guilt, and she said, in a 
low voice, that she had somehow 
forgotten the seed, but she would 
fetch it immediately. 

While she was gone for the 
seed bag, her papa examined the 
glasses, and found that poor Dick 
was utterly destitute both of food 
and water.^— *' Alas!** exclaimed 
he, " this is what I feared from 
my daughter's thoughtlessness, and 
therefore I was unwilling to buy 
thee. Poor bird ! thou art, indeed, 
in careless hands, but I fear my 
pity is now of Httle use.*' — When 
l-ouissi returned, her father told 
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THE TAME GOLDFINCH, }9 



her, that the bird was dying with 
hunger, and her mamma reproach- 
ed her so sharply on account of her 
carelessness and cruelty, that she 
burst into a flood rf tears, knd 
sobbed as if her heart would 
breakt At length, bowever> Mr. 
Manners succeeded in recovering 
the goldfinch from its melancholy 
condition, and Louisa dried up 
her tears, under the idea that all 
the danger and trouble was pow 
completely over. 

Resolving to make some atone- 
nient for her past neglect, she went 
out, in the afternoon, for the ex- 
press purpose of gathering some 
chick-weed j and at night, she 
played several airs upon her bird* 
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20 TffB TAME GOLDFINCK. 

organ. But what was her astonish- 
ment, next morning, at hearing 
her papa order the footman to take 
the goldfinch to a young gentle- 
man in the neighbourhood, who, 
he said, would treat it with more 
l^indnesJ than a naughty, careless 

Deeply wounded by these words, 
and almost distracted at the thought 
of being accounted wicked and 
cruel, poor Louisa seized her papa*3 
hand with warm emotion, and, 
looking up in his face with a most 
sorrowful countenance, earnestly 
begged him to let her keep her 
bird, and not to punish so severely 
an unfortunate omission pf her 
dutj. 
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" Louisa," said Mr. Manners, 
with a harsher tone of voice than 
he usually assumed, *^ your fauk U 
much greater than you now ima-- 
gine, and it is necessary that you 
should see it in its real colour, that 
so you may learn betimes ta abhor 
every species of cruelty and in- 
justice* Suppose, Louisa, that 
yuu had, by any accident, been 
torn from my protection, and 
taken prisoner by a man whose 
power it was impossible to re- 
sist ^ — that after spending some 
time in fruitless lanr.entations, you 
had exerted all vour little abilities 



to please your keeper, and had wil- 
lingly learnt all the accomplish* 
ments he might wish to teach you ; 
if at length you had almost forgot 
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22 THE TAME GQIDFXl^H. 

the gaoler in the friend, and had 
begun to love him for his kindncst 
in supplying all your i^ants, and 
ecntinualfy providing, fof your 
comfort ;—^tell me, what woul4 
you have thought if after all hit 
pretended kindness and your real 
gratitude, he had left you without 
victuals or drink till you sunk faint 
^d exhausted upoft the ground, 
and expected death to end your 
miseries ? Would you not have 
thought him a base and cruel 
monster ? and would ncA all who 
h^d heard the melancholy tale 
have pronounced him a murderer ? 
Yet you have done all thisj and 
done it to a poor little creature 
that could not speak to tell us bis 
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wants, or to reproach you with 
yout cruel baseness." 

** My dear papa,'* sobbed Louisa, 
while her rosy cheeks were deluged 
with tears, " I S€e my fault, and I 
begy G yes, on nay bended kneei, 
I beg forgiveness. Do^ dear papa,~ 
forgive nie this once, and suffer my 
poor bird to remain here, that! i^ay 
act towards him with greater kind- 
ness in future."^-^The energy with 
which this request was preferred, 
and th$ violent sorrow that con- 
vulsed Louisa's bosom, induced 
Mr. Manners to change his reso- 
lutioB^ and he accordingly told his 
daughter that she might keep. the 
goldfmoh'Ott condition of its b^ing 
llciljr attended* She received this 

Digitized by Google 



34 THE TAM€^ GOLDFINCn. 

permission with many thanks, and 
tranquillity was once more happUy 
re-established. * 

Louisa now prudently di- 
vided her leisure hours between 
her bird and her doll^ but as 
she was aware that the former 
stood in need of support, and the 
9ther did not, she regularly ^p* 
plied him with food every morn* 
ing, and was always rewarded with 
a sweet song. Her parents began to 
hope that the late lesson whiqh she 
luid received would proveeffectual, 
and her play-mates no, longer 
foi|n(i it difficult to procure a sight 
of Dick's little exploits. : r. 

, About si|c wi?9ks itfterwarab 
Mr. ?iid Mrs, Afi^nncrs , wcte 
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obliged: to go out of town (or a 
fisw days ; but before they set off, 
they took care to provide some 
young companioniB for tKerr belov- 
ed daughter^and left her under the 
care of a governess^ eamfestly ex- 
horting her to remember the tame 
gol4fim:h. Louisa promised to be 
very attentive, and her fond parenls 
bade her adieu with every possible 
mark of temkmess and affection; 
The carriage had scarcely dri*' 
ven from the door before Louisa 
ran to the bird-cage; to examine 
the stock of provisions, and, on 
Ending it rather loMr, she deter- 
mined to go* out, and porehase a 
foesh SQpply ; but just as iihe wai 
pG9ting^t>ap^r hat and gloves, her 
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jroung '- Tisitore arrived^ and slie 
^erefore put itoflf till the a&sr^^ 
Boon. t ' , 

After dinnet a Tarietjr of games 
wtere proposed by the young f^a^ 
pie, and liio evening was s^ com>' 
pleteljr tekeh up with Uindman't 
hAff^ four comers, ahd htiiit tbt 
slipper, that it was time to go to 
bed before the jpoor goldfinph wafc 
remember^^ HoWev^r^ Louisi 
resolr^ to proctsire some food for 
him Aady in the mornings and 
with this, mtentioii sile laid her 
head on the piUow, to enjoj a 
sound repose, while Dick was 
suifering tte consequence of her 
neglect 

Next morning Lviiisa indolfed 

V 
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]^i!i9elf wid) a ioj^^r nap than 
inuaU an4 v^h^m sbe did gt« up she 
had the iQaartifioation to find, the 
breakfast n^taa waiting. lA^aadr 
itoglj^s^ kucfkd oa her Glothta^ 
98d dcac^nded to the parlour^ 
vA^Y^ ^kr apologised for. her slug* 
g»du^S69 iaior ^stating that she had 
biefi Dweh fatigued the preceding 
day. . ) ,::- '. ' • '. ._ ' 
When this rc|)ast was finished^ 
si^ was r^QH^ated to give hej^ opi- 
nion on :sQmt prints and drawings 
which helon^ed to one of her visi^ 
tcyrM. The aist^jeets were interest-^ 
il^i aad the per&>rfnance8 30 capi- 
tal* thai Liouisa's attention was 
completely fixed for several hours. 
Am th^ expiration q( that time a 
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walk ia the pleasure groiitids was 
proposed and agreed on ; and ia' 
the afternoon an invitation to tiie 
house of Lady Weilbred {Moved ir« 
resbtable. There the t^ne pa^d 
happily indeed ; ihusic^ dancing,^ 
and the exhibition of a magic lan^' 
tern being successively introduced,^ 
for the amiisement of the juvenile 
party; ai^d an elegant collation^ 
terminating the entertainment. 

Louisa was so fatigued with the 
exertions of the evening, that die: 
was glad to go to bed immediately' 
on her return home/^nd even her 
sleeping hours were occupied by 
, the contemplation of thoie plea* 
sures she had so lately experienced.- 
Her little companions, also, were 
completely tired,; and all indulged 
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^Ivewselves iQ the morning with a 
Icmger nap tban naual. 

Wben the little foHca ha4 br^ak- 
fasted^ on^ of tbem observed that 
he should wish to be gratified with 
4 sight of the tan»e gol4finck, of 
which he had heard some remark* 
aWe things rflat^. Poor Louisa 
iastantly femembered her neglect, 
ami trem Wed with apprehension. 
She ran, however,' to the library, 
where Dick had been usually kept, 
md eagerly took down the cage, 
l^ut O i what di&tfess overwheUn- 
ed her nuind when she beheld the 
pretty <(reattire laying lifeless on its 
bacl^ with iH little wings extend- 
ed. '' Ih is (kad /'* exclaimed 
A^^ iu a voice of angqi^h, ** He 
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is siiitly dead! O! whaK will 
become of me, or how shall I dare 
to meet my angry father ? Poor, 
poor bird ! thou v^r^st my prisoner, 
and I have murdered thee !" 

Louisa's bitter lamentations soon 

called her young friends around 

. her, and they alf united in lament* 

ing the fate of the poor goldfinch, , 

and condemning the ca^lessnesi 

of his mistress. *^ Alas !" said one, 

^ this pretty fellow' used to sing 

delightfully, and to amuse us with 

a variety of entertaining; tricks j 

but be is now cold and stiff l''^.^ 

*• Ah,'* said another, ** we shall nor 

rtiorc see him Kght the little 

match, and fire the canndxu Ol 

poor birdl hoMr unfortunate \mB\ 

been thy end!" ^ ^ : , 
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THB^TAMS^ GOLUFTHCir; 31 

Whilst the little folk^iBine^thiii 
lamenting tb^ deceased tgoUfiticJi; 
poor Louisa was almosi) drowned 
in tears, and bitterly regpetkedvh^ 
having devoted;So much time tcr^' 
round of pleasures, i^iHitbout reook 
lectii^ her papa's admonhions^ 
However her tears and heir jrepent-* 
ance were now unavailing;' and 
she attended the sumniona to din* 
ner with a heavy heart* 

In the afternoon the^ diildreir 
strolled round the gardens/ and 
amused tbeniselvea, with gaAheringi 
fruits and flowers, but Louiar pai^ 
ticips^ n<rt hi tfatirpkasures^ Sbei 
felt as a crimnidy and the wn^ of 
her guih sat so heavily: upon hcri 
mind, that she fiound it utfetfy \m^^ 
possible to shake it off,>^^^e o^ 
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lier pby^^inales advised beF to eon- 
ceal libt bird's death, or to persuade 
bar papa that it had been carried 
^ffbyacat; but Louisa hadbee& 
too well instaructed in the import- 
ance of truth, to attempt to cover 
a crime by telling a falsehood. 
vThat/* said she, *^ woutd but 
auh^eet me still more to my papa*» 
anget, and i am, thereibrei resolv- 
ed to confess the truth, whatever 
may be the result.*' 

^At thb ijistant ^ji thund^rin^ 
llHoek annooncad the arrival of a 
etfrriage, and Mr, and Mrs. M^n- 
XiQVs came into the park>un with a 
sittall trimk, fuH of elegant ioy^, 
and new books^ tBom the cele^at^ 
ed Juvenile Libiaiy at the C^mef 
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of St. Paul's Cburch-Yardi aTcbttft. 
kissed Louisa with the utntDtt^^afi^r 
fectton, and told her Ihay^tUad 
brought, some presenta fofi^hersetf^ 

A and her.little compaoionsu A^ositfi 
dingly^ after they had tafc^: tjioiirr 
seats, t\m little trunk wasL opeaod^* 
and a varieiy of booki^ gamcv^ 
cards^ and disaected maps spreafb 
upon the table. These .Mttff^stt> 

I extremely pretty»that Ldufsa fliooab 
forgot her grief irt the 4Qant»Bhpiliv(L. 
tion of them ; andaotuallf^idaiiced; 
round the room "wheiMben F^R*^* 
presented her with a beautiMiit^te: 
book-case called the '£aliMet ^^ 

^ LiUiput. The other chUdwa W«* 
also highly gratifiid by the.^f on*? l 
tions of Mr. Msinners».«M}rj^4fe 
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ttmoon was ipent ia pea^ftct hap^ 
piaesi «Dd trai^tiittit]^. 

proved an umfortunqte one forpaor 
Ixmisas £s>r. Mr. and Mrs. Mad* 
nefs,* happening to go intd t\i^ li*r 
hmy, found tke poor bird lying 
dfad ill itsi caga^ They were 
equally burt at ^\% instance of tiiak 
dao^^ter^s* carelessness; and th^ 
death of4ba goldfinch;, sind Mr. 
Mai;Mie9S resolved to e^iqaire intfo 
the matter immediately. Accoiki* 
ifigly^ having taken the bltd sind 
its cage into a b^ek parloui^^ hio 
imt f0r Louiia, %nd demanded 
Wb^ was becon^ of her goldfinch ? 
The poor- girl b«qf$ti;ito tears at 
thiiB question^ and, £4|ing4m her 
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kneiss^ ^coti&ssed tbst shd had for* 
gcA: to feed hiii^ m tan^cpxtum of 
attetidii^ fifiM )ie^ Ihtle comiit* 
iiidns* / ,/^ 

Mt. Maimers regarded hn with 
a severe look, aMd ri^iwamixA 
bar on account oi her n^gligence^ 
observing, that if he had twisted 
offAe bird^s ntck wbto life bought 
it, the crueky ttoakl haver bech 
sdiall indeed, when cbiqpared 
with that of feufibring it t9 perish 
with famine. *« H^wievfier/* mid 
he, '^ laying his heatd u^rim his 
hand, and gating on ^ bird, 
which no^ lay upon thd taUt^ 
** thou art happy in being deliver- 
ed from the hands of such an. un^ 
feeling mistress.'' 
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* Poor Louisa stood over the bird, 
iolispiiig tier hands with unutter- 
able grief» and occasionally raising 
her eyes to heaven, as if to ask for- 
.giveoess for her unintentional 
laSfBc. ' Mrs. Manners was deeply 
, tflbeted by her daughter's iinfeign* 
ied sotrow, and pleaded so power- 
iftilly as to obtain her forgiveness; 
£bot' whenever she \*as guihy of 
amy giddiness or inattention, the 
bird- (which Was stuffed for that 
purpfO^e) was immediately pro- 
Hduotd<» arid everir one exchiimed, 
•* She has not yet forgot the barbai* 
.f6tor death ^f the tahb ootp* 

''"" """ FINIS. 
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